
  For Press Information: 
  tel: 714-662-2345 
  fax: 714-662-2395 
  ryan@pacificchorale.org 
  Kelly Ruggirello, President  ¥  Kimberly Dwan Bernatz, Chairman www.pacificchorale.org 
  3621 South Harbor Blvd, Suite 220 
  Santa Ana, CA  92704 

Page 1 of 2 

 
 

PACIFIC CHORALE ANNOUNCES SINGER AUDITI ONS  
FOR 2008Ð2009 SEASON 

 
Volunteer  singers in Pacific Chorale per form in four-concer t season at the  

Orange County Per forming Ar ts CenterÕs RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall 
 

Additional per formance opportunities scheduled with Pacific Symphony 
 

 Santa Ana, CA, July 17, 2008 – Pacific Chorale, resident chorus at the Orange County Performing Arts 
Center’s Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, today announced upcoming audition dates for prospective 
volunteer and professional singers. Auditions will be held August 22-24, by prior appointment only. Prospective 
singers are requested to visit Pacific Chorale’s web site to learn about the audition process (located under the 
“About Us” link) then to call (714) 662-2345 or email ContactUs@PacificChorale.org to schedule an audition 
time. Rehearsals for the fall begin September 6, 2008.  

The 140-voice ensemble will present four concerts at the Performing Arts Center as well as appearing as 
the guest chorus in several performances presented by Pacific Symphony. Highlights of the season include 
Cathedral Echoes, a concert of sacred works for chorus and organ, featuring the Performing Arts Center’s new 
William J. Gillespie Concert Organ; the Chorale’s beloved annual Tis the Season! holiday concert with Pacific 
Symphony and the Southern California Children’s Chorus; and Maurice Duruflé’s popular Requiem for soloists, 
chorus, small orchestral ensemble and organ. Guest artists to perform with the Chorale this season include 
organists Mary Preston, Lori Loftus and Thierry Escaich, and orchestras Pacific Symphony and Musica Angelica. 

Applications are being accepted for both volunteer and paid positions with Pacific Chorale. Volunteer 
members hail from a broad range of backgrounds and career fields, but share a love for and experience performing 
the choral repertoire. Volunteers have the opportunity to participate in both self-produced and contracted 
engagements calling for larger groups of singers. Professional paid choristers form a core group within the larger 
ensemble, and often also serve as members of Pacific Chorale’s professional chamber choir, the John Alexander 
Singers, which performs independently as well as with the Chorale. In either capacity, singers can expect a wide 
variety of challenging and stimulating repertoire and performance opportunities, including world and West Coast 
premieres and guest appearances with prominent ensembles and artists.  
 Interested individuals can visit the Chorale’s website, www.pacificchorale.org, for more information, or 
call (714) 662-2345. 
 
 

ABOUT JOHN ALEXANDER 
 John Alexander has been the Artistic Director and conductor of Pacific Chorale since 1972. One of the most 
respected choral conductors in the United States, he is known for his extraordinary leadership both on the podium 
and as an advocate for the advancement of the arts. His long and distinguished career has encompassed hundreds 
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of choral and orchestral performances in countries around the globe. Alexander is also acclaimed as a strong 
proponent of American music, regularly programming groundbreaking works by American composers and 
conducting numerous West Coast and world premieres.  Recently retired from the California State University 
system, Alexander brought his vision and leadership to generations of choral conductors.  
 Preeminent orchestral conductors regularly request John Alexander to prepare choruses for choral/orchestral 
presentations. Conductors with whom he has worked include Esa-Pekka Salonen, Seiji Ozawa, Leonard Slatkin, 
Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez, Lukas Foss, Keith Lockhart, Michael Tilson Thomas, John Mauceri, Gustavo 
Dudamel, Marin Alsop, Gerard Schwarz and Max Rudolf. Alexander is a board member and former Chairman of 
Chorus America; has served on the board of directors for Arts Orange County; and has frequently sat on artistic 
review panels for national, statewide and local arts organizations, including the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the California Arts Council, and the Los Angeles County Arts Commission.  
 His numerous tributes and awards include: the “Distinguished Faculty Member” award (2006) from Cal 
State Fullerton; the Helena Modjeska Cultural Legacy Award (2003), presented in honor of his lifetime 
achievement as an artistic visionary in the development of the arts in Orange County; the “Outstanding Individual 
Artist” Award (2000) from Arts Orange County; the “Gershwin Award” (1990), presented by the county of Los 
Angeles in recognition of his cultural leadership in Los Angeles; and the “Outstanding Professor” Award (1976) 
from California State University, Northridge. Most recently, in June 2008, Alexander received the “Michael Korn 
Founders Award for Development of the Professional Choral Art” from Chorus America. 
 
 

ABOUT PACIFIC CHORALE 
 Founded in 1968, Pacific Chorale is internationally recognized for exceptional artistic expression, 
stimulating American-focused programming, and influential education programs.  Pacific Chorale presents a 
significant performance season of its own at the Orange County Performing Arts Center and is sought regularly to 
perform with the nation’s leading symphonies.  Under the inspired guidance of Artistic Director John Alexander, 
Pacific Chorale has infused an Old World art form with California’s hallmark innovation and cultural 
independence. 
 Pacific Chorale has a membership of 140 professional and volunteer singers. Ensembles of various sizes 
are selected from the membership according to the needs of the repertoire. In addition to its long-standing 
partnership with Pacific Symphony, the Chorale has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic in Disney Hall 
on numerous occasions.  Other noted collaborations include the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Boston 
Symphony, the National Symphony, and the Long Beach, Pasadena, Riverside and San Diego symphonies.  John 
Alexander and the Chorale have toured extensively in Europe, South America and Asia. 
 Pacific Chorale’s professional chamber choir, the John Alexander Singers, is an independently contracted 
vocal ensemble of 24 singers specializing in the innovative presentation of modern and early music for chamber 
chorus.  The John Alexander Singers perform regularly in concert venues throughout Southern California, and 
have collaborated extensively with numerous instrumental and dance ensembles, including Musica Angelica, 
Southern California’s premier period instrument orchestra. 


